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MEDIA RELEASE 
For immediate release 
 

Singapore to host inaugural Singapore International Arbitration Forum 

Eminent practitioners in the international arbitration industry will gather in Singapore to  

discuss, debate and share insights on the future of international arbitration 

 

Singapore, 23 November 2009 – Maxwell Chambers, Singapore’s first dedicated and 

integrated dispute resolution centre will be hosting the inaugural Singapore International 

Arbitration Forum in January 2010 (SIAF 2010). Themed “The Future of International 

Arbitration”, the forum will bring together some of the world’s most respected arbitration 

practitioners and thinkers to share insights and provide thought leadership on the major issues 

facing the industry.  

 

International arbitration has developed to be the preferred dispute resolution mechanism for 

transnational commercial transactions. While arbitration knowledge, practices and processes 

have grown in depth and sophistication to deal with the increasing complexity of the changing 

business landscape, there are still difficulties in enforcing arbitration awards across borders. 

 

Mr Chelva R. Rajah SC, Chairman of Maxwell Chambers, said, “Arbitration is an important 

topic, especially as global markets struggle to find their footing in the midst of these tough 

economic times. SIAF 2010 provides the ideal platform for arbitral institutions, arbitrators, 

lawyers and other stakeholders to discuss and review the existing arbitral mechanisms and 

ethos to cope with the changing financial and market landscape that is inexorably different from 

what it used to be.” 

 

Maxwell Chambers is proud to co-organise SIAF 2010 with the Singapore International 

Arbitration Centre (SIAC), from 21 to 22 January 2010 at Raffles City Convention Centre, 

Singapore.  

 

Professor Michael Pryles, Chairman of SIAC, said, “As the global business market begins 

adapting to the stabilising economic climate, SIAF 2010 is a timely herald for players in the 
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international arbitration space to come together to consider the way forward in view of rising 

arbitral issues. We are very fortunate to be able to bring together impressive panels of global 

arbitration experts to share their insights on critical issues and update on the latest 

developments affecting our industry.” 

 

Strong support from global arbitrators and lawyers 

 

SIAF 2010 is supported by leading international arbitral institutions as well as prominent 

arbitrators and lawyers around the world. Our eminent speakers include Michael Pryles, 

Chairman, Singapore International Arbitration Centre (Singapore); Lawrence Boo, Head of 

Chambers, The Arbitration Chambers (Singapore); Sundaresh Menon, Arbitrator & Senior 

Counsel, Rajah & Tann (Singapore); Michael Moser, Chairman of the Hong Kong International 

Arbitration Centre; H.E. Judge Sir Christopher Greenwood CMG, International Court of Justice 

(The Hague); John Savage, Shearman & Sterling (USA); Vinayak P. Pradhan, Skrine 

(Malaysia); and Kevin Kim, Head, International Arbitration & Litigation Practice Group, Bae, Kim 

& Lee LLC (Republic of Korea).  

(Please refer to factsheet for full list of supporting organisations and speakers for SIAF 2010) 

 

These industry experts will lead the various discussions in eight plenary sessions on the 

following areas: 

- Jurisprudence versus privacy: Has the time come for a body of international arbitration 

case law?   

- Looking forward – Are the New York Convention and the Model Law adequate for 

meeting the challenges of the future?  

- The role of the courts in support of the arbitration: Finding the right balance  

- Enforcement of awards in Asia: What more can be done? 

- Commercial Arbitrations Involving States: Special considerations 

- Investment in arbitration: Perils and possibilities  

- Innovative approaches to the conduct of arbitration 

- The use of technology in aid of arbitration proceedings 

 

For more information on SIAF 2010, visit http://www.siaf.sg. 
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Unveiling the state-of-art Maxwell Chambers  

 

One of the key highlights of SIAF 2010 will be the Official Opening of Maxwell Chambers, the 

world's first integrated dispute resolution complex housing both best-of-class hearing facilities 

as well as top international arbitral institutions. 

 

In operation since August 2009, Maxwell Chambers is located in a refurbished heritage building 

in Singapore’s Central Business District area. Speakers and delegates will be treated at the 

Grand Opening to an evening themed “The Maxwell Singapore Heritage” and experience the 

rich cultural traditions of Singapore through live entertainment and the multi-faceted local 

cuisine.  

 

The organisers are aiming for about 300 delegates from around the world to attend SIAF 2010. 

 

- END - 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Ms Hsu Lin 
BANG Public Relations 
T: +65 6372 3570 
M: +65 9720 6119 
E: hsulin@bang.com.sg 
 
 

Ms Louann Wong 
BANG Public Relations 
T: +65 6372 3565 
M: +65 9728 8771 
E: louann@bang.com.sg 
 

About Maxwell Chambers 
 
Leveraging on heritage and technology, Maxwell Chambers is the world's first integrated 
dispute resolution complex housing both best-of-class hearing facilities as well as top 
international arbitral institutions. 
 
Centrally located at 32 Maxwell Road in the heart of Singapore's business district, it is a 
refurbished four storey conservation building of architectural and historical significance with a 
stately neo-classical façade. Opened since August 2009, Maxwell Chambers has 14 fully 
equipped hearing rooms and 12 preparation rooms and a full suite of supporting services e.g. 
recording, translation, transcription, catering, concierge, secretarial etc. The facilities can also 
be used for meetings, seminars and conferences.   
 

About Singapore International Arbitration Centre 
 
The Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) is an independent, non-profit 
organisation established in 1991 to meet the demands of the international business community 
for a neutral, efficient and reliable dispute resolution institution in Asia. 
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